[Telomerase activity and telomere length as diagnostic tumor marker for ovarian tumors].
Telomerase activity was detected in germ cells, stem cells and cancer cells. In tumors of the ovary, an organ that contains germ cells, the authors examined availability to detect telomerase activity. Telomerase activity of malignant tumors was extremely high compared with that of normal ovaries and benign tumors. Strength and frequency of telomerase activity in malignant tumors was significant different from that in benign tumors. Telomere length tended to be smaller for malignant tumors of advanced stage, but no significant relationship between telomere length and telomerase activity and tumor stage could be recognized. Telomerase activity may be a useful marker for the diagnosis of ovarian tumors.